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“The Importance and Empowerment of the Vascular Access Coordinator”                        
 

        On Friday, November 4, 2011, Western Pacific Renal Network (Network #17) will present a full day 

workshop for Vascular Access Coordinators and Facility Administrators/Clinical Managers entitled “The 

Importance and  Empowerment of the Vascular Access Coordinator”  at Hamilton Field Unity Center in 

Novato, California.  
  

     The purpose of the workshop is to provide Vascular Access Coordinators and facility management with 

the tools and guidance needed to implement an effective way to increase AV fistula rates and decrease 

catheter rates in their facilities. 
 

     The Keynote speaker, Dr. Larry Spergel, will address “Importance and Empowerment”.  Fe Moren, RN, 

and Kari Everson, RD will address “Best Practice Facilities”.  Eugenia Faye Mendoza, RN, and Linda 

Dunlop, RD, CSR will present “Vascular Access Coordinator Facility Success Stories” Also to be presented 

are “Mastering Cannulation of the AV Fistula” and a round table discussion - “Implementing a Vascular 

Access Coordinator in the Dialysis Facility”. 
 

     Breakfast and lunch will be provided, and RNs and PCTs will earn 5 CEUs. Registration is closed on 

Eventbrite, however, the Network is keeping a cancellation/wait list.  For more information, go to Network 

# 17’s website at www.esrdnet17.org or call (415) 897-2400.          

                                        Fistula First Achievement Project Launch    
      

   “I’m An Essential Piece”  
 

     At the Vascular Access Coordinator workshop on Friday November 4, 2011,  

Western Pacific Renal Network will launch the “I’m an Essential Piece”  

Fistula First Achievement Project.  This project is a Network-wide initiative 

intended to revitalize the CMS Fistula First Breakthrough Initiative (FFBI) at 

all Network #17 facilities. 

      CMS has set national goals for vascular access in use rates beginning in 

2002.  These goals are 66% AV Fistulas in use and <10% permanent CVCs 

(>90 days without other maturing access). There has been tremendous progress 

since the initiative was introduced by CMS, but it has been noted that progress 

is slowing.  

      The “I’m an Essential Piece” Project is a process developed by Network 

#17 to help foster the continuing awareness that the morbidity and mortality 

profiles of AVF and CVC use are inversely proportional to each other. 

      It is our hope, at Network #17, that this project will focus the awareness on 

the entire facility QI team - Vascular Access Coordinators, PCTs, RNs, Admin-

istrators, Nephrologists, and Medical Directors; and that everyone’s efforts to 

improve will continue to be a priority. 

      Watch for your “I’m an Essential Piece” package to arrive at your facility 

soon! 
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        Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!    
        Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011    

  (> 20 Patients) 

• FMC West Antioch 

• Tracy Dialysis Center 

• Marysville Dialysis Center 

• Satellite Modesto 

• Cornerhouse Dialysis Center 

• South Chico Dialysis Center 

• RAI Lincoln Dialysis 

• FMC Concord 

• Satellite Menlo Park 

• FMC Aloha Dialysis Center 

• Pacific Dialysis 

• Yuba City Dialysis 

• Atwater Dialysis Center 

• Oroville Dialysis Clinic 

• Salinas Dialysis Center 

• Manteca Dialysis Center 

• RAI Ceres Ave. 

• Satellite South San Francisco 

• FMC Eureka 

• Northgate Dialysis Center 

• Satellite Sonora 

• Burlingame Dialysis Center 

• San Francisco Dialysis Center 

• Satellite San Mateo 

• Westborough Dialysis Center 

• RAI Ocean Avenue 

• Satellite Watsonville 

• LBJ Medical Center 

• Chico Dialysis Center 

• Mee Memorial Dialysis 

• Grass Valley Dialysis Center 

• Molokai Dialysis 

• FMC McKinleyville 

• Wellbound of Emeryville 

• DCI Madison Dialysis Clinic 

Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!Fistula First Champions!    
Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011Prevalent AVF Rates of 66% and Above as of August 2011 

(<20 Patients) 

 

• Tokay Home Dialysis Center 

• Wellbound of Santa Rosa 

• Wellbound of Stockton 

• Wellbound of Sacramento 

• Wellbound of San Leandro 

• Wellbound of Milpitas 

• FMC Lanai Community Dialysis 

• Fresno at Home Dialysis 

• Wellbound of San Mateo 

• Wellbound of Menlo Park 

• FMC San Jose 

• Wellbound of Modesto 

• Walnut Creek at Home 

• RAI Cesar Chavez 

• David Grant Medical Center 

• Yosemite Dialysis  Center 

• FMC Los Gatos 

• RAI Chadbourne 

• RAI Fairway/Rocklin 

• Selma Dialysis Center 

• Oakdale Kidney Center 

• Satellite Central Modesto 

• FMC Dialysis of Pearlridge 

• Soledad Dialysis Center 

• FMC Wahiawa Dialysis 

• RAI E. 14th Street 

• Satellite Greenbrae 

• Silverado Dialysis 

• West Kauai Dialysis 

• Waipahu Dialysis 

• Guam Dialysis Center-Tamuning 

• Rose Garden Dialysis Center 

• Los Banos Dialysis Center 

• FMC Pittsburg 

• Red Bluff Dialysis 

• Creekside Dialysis Center 

• FMC Walnut Creek 

• Satellite Tracy 

• Daly City Dialysis Center 

• RAI Harding Blvd. 

• Napa Dialysis Center 

• Turlock Dialysis Center 

• Satellite Blossom Hill/San Jose 

• Satellite Gilroy 

• FMC Dialysis of Kapolei 

• Ceres Dialysis Center 

• Placerville Dialysis-Cameron Park 

• North Merced Dialysis Center 



 

• Woodland Dialysis Services 

• San Joaquin General Hospital Dialysis 

• VHA San Francisco 

• South Hayward Dialysis 

• Carquinez Dialysis Center 

• FMC Reedley 

• FMC Santa Rosa North 

• Dixon Dialysis Services 

• VHA Palo Alto 

• Orangevale Dialysis Center 

• Satellite Milpitas 

• Clearlake Dialysis 

• Satellite Merced 

• Fresno Dialysis Center 

• Benicia Dialysis Center 

• South Sacramento Dialysis Center 

• RAI Piedmont 

• FMC Berkeley 

• Satellite Windsor 

• Community Dialysis of Clovis 

• Maui Dialysis 

• Elk Grove Dialysis 

• RAI West March 

• Satellite of San Leandro 

• Commonwealth Health Center Dialysis 

• Lodi Dialysis 

• Alhambra Dialysis 

• Guam Memorial Hospital Dialysis 

• Evergreen Dialysis 

• Satellite Santa Cruz 

• Joy of Dixon Dialysis 

• RAI East Bay 

• Redding Dialysis 

• Kona Dialysis 

• Pear Tree Dialysis 

• Aborn Dialysis 

• Satellite Sunnyvale 

• Siemsen Dialysis 

• Sunrise Community Dialysis 

• RAI Oakland Home Dialysis 

• Vallejo Dialysis 

• West Sacramento Dialysis 

• DCI University Dialysis 

• Southgate Dialysis 

• Livermore Dialysis 

• RAI North California 

• FMC Ardenwood 

• Satellite Santa Teresa 

• Ash Tree Dialysis 

• Kauai Dialysis 

• Hayward Dialysis 

• St. Jude Renal Care 

Page 3    FistulaFistulaFistulaFistula    FirstFirstFirstFirst    HonorableHonorableHonorableHonorable    Mentions    Mentions    Mentions    Mentions        
Prevalent  AVF Rates of 50% to 65.9% as of August 2011Prevalent  AVF Rates of 50% to 65.9% as of August 2011Prevalent  AVF Rates of 50% to 65.9% as of August 2011Prevalent  AVF Rates of 50% to 65.9% as of August 2011    

   (> 20 Patients) 

• Oakland Dialysis 

• Berkeley Dialysis 

• San Pablo Dialysis 

• Fairfield Dialysis 

• Westlake Dialysis 

• RAI Haight 

• FMC Santa Rosa 

• Auburn Dialysis 

• North Highlands Dialysis 

• FMC Windward 

• FMC Fremont 

• Antioch Dialysis 

• RAI Secret Ravine Parkway 

• Vacaville Dialysis 

• RAI Bancroft 

• Satellite Stockton 

• Monterey Peninsula Dialysis 

• El Cerrito Dialysis 

• Alameda County Dialysis 

• Kahana Dialysis 

• North Hawaii Dialysis 

• Delta Sierra Dialysis 

• RAI Elk Grove Blvd Dialysis 

• Satellite Santa Rosa 

• Yosemite Street Dialysis 

• El Camino Dialysis 

• Renal Centers of Guam 

• Palm Bluff Dialysis 

• San Francisco General Hospital Dialysis 

• Kaimuki Dialysis 

• Satellite Cupertino 

• FMC Petaluma 

• Sanger Sequoia Dialysis 

• Satellite Redwood City 

• Madera Dialysis 

• Florin Dialysis 

• Union City Dialysis 

• Plumas Street Dialysis 

• Leeward Dialysis 

• DCI Redding 

• Natomas Dialysis 

• Stockton Kidney Clinic 

• FMC Kapahulu 

• Guam Renal Care 

• Waianae Dialysis 

• Walnut Creek Dialysis 

• Modesto Kidney Center 

• Delta View Dialysis 

• University Dialysis 

• SF Chinatown Dialysis 

• West Elk Grove Dialysis 

• San Leandro Dialysis 
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Western Pacific Renal Network, LLCWestern Pacific Renal Network, LLCWestern Pacific Renal Network, LLCWestern Pacific Renal Network, LLC    

505 San Marin Drive 

Building A, Suite 300 

Novato, CA 94945 
 

Tel: (415) 897– 2400 

Data Fax: (415) 897Data Fax: (415) 897Data Fax: (415) 897Data Fax: (415) 897----2443244324432443    

Quality Improvement Fax: Quality Improvement Fax: Quality Improvement Fax: Quality Improvement Fax:     

(415) 897(415) 897(415) 897(415) 897----2422242224222422    
 

Advisory: 

Please be advised that per CMS di-

rectives, transmission of documents 

containing protected patient informa-

tion via emailemailemailemail and unsecured fax unsecured fax unsecured fax unsecured fax is pro-

hibited. If transmission of abovemen-

tioned documents is necessary, please 

fax to:   

(415) 897(415) 897(415) 897(415) 897----2443244324432443 

You can also send them by mail. 

Thank you very much. 

www.esrdnet17.orgwww.esrdnet17.orgwww.esrdnet17.orgwww.esrdnet17.org    

 

Disclaimer 

The ESRD Network # 17 Fistula First Newsletter is a publication written, designed and distributed by Western Pacific Renal Network # 17.  This newsletter  is published while 

under contract with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Contract #HHSM-500-2010-NW017C.  The opinions and conclusions expressed are those of the authors.  

They do not necessarily reflect CMS policy. 
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FISTULA FIRST 
RESOURCES ONLINE 

 

FISTULA FIRST INITIATIVE 

www.fistulafirst.org 
 

American Association of  

Kidney Patients 

www.aakp.org 
 

Western Pacific Renal Network 

www.esrdnet17.org 
 

Society for Vascular Surgery 

www.vascularweb.org 

Network #17 would like to 

 

 extend a heartfelt thanks to 

 

 all our facilities. 

 

It is due to your hard work  

 

and  dedication to your 

 

patients that Network #17  

 

achieved its Annual Fistula  

 

First Goal! 

Fistula First  Honorable Mentions  Fistula First  Honorable Mentions  Fistula First  Honorable Mentions  Fistula First  Honorable Mentions  (cont.)(cont.)(cont.)(cont.) 

                               ( > 20 Patients) 

 

• FMC Diablo Brentwood 

• Parkway Kidney Center 

• VHA Hawaii 

• Satellite Turlock 

• FMC Honolulu 

• FMC of Ko-olau 

• Foster City Dialysis 

• Antelope Dialysis Center 

• Concord Dialysis 

• Pleasanton Dialysis 

• Manzanita Dialysis 

• Community Dialysis of Fresno 

• Davies Dialysis 

                                ( < 20 Patients) 

 

• Wellbound of Vallejo 

• Wellbound of San Francisco 

• Kaiser San Francisco Hospital Hemodialysis 

• Wellbound of San Jose 

 

 

Next Issue! 
 

Patient/Provider discussion on            

approaches to access initiation 


